
 

text ; aud a double index of authors aud of subjects.
The book is intended as a reference hand-book for the
practitioner, and devotes but forty-one pages to the
consideration of the anatomy and physiology of the
ear, the remaining chapters being in the form of clini-
cal lectures, with quotations of illustrative cases occur-

ring in the author's practice. To the subject of osseous
tumors of the external auditory canal, a chapter of
twenty-seven pages is devoted, with a tabulated record
of operative results; and twenty pages are given to
diseases of the auricle. The chapters on acute and
chronic non-suppurative disease of the middle ear in-
clude sixty-six pages, and those on suppurative disease
aud its results, eighty-one pages. The mention of
operative procedures in this connection, especially of
the mastoid operation, except as they occur in the
report of cases, are very short. The chapter on the
value of pain as a symptom of ear disease, is both
readable and suggestive. The remaining chapters, on
diseases of the internal ear, include a résumé of the
author's observations on the use of piloearpine.
The Mastoid Operation. By Samuel Ellsworth

Allen, M.D. Cincinnati: Robert Clarke & Co.
1892.
This book of one hundred and eleven pages is an

excellent review of the subject of mastoid operations
as defined by Schwartze, to whom the author givesthis credit in his preface. The first part, comprising
twenty-nine pages, is historical, beginning with the
first recorded operation by Johannes Riolanus in
1G49, and terminating with the latest contribution of
Stacke in his method of opening the mastoid antrum.
The anatomical portion, comprising twenty-five pages,
is illustrated by five good plates of section of the tem-
poral boue and is clear and direct in its descriptive
text. The remainder of the book gives the pathology
of the subject very briefly, and the method of opera-
tion, as taught by Schwartze, more at length ; and
this is followed by a description of the operation of
Stacke. The work is to be commended for the spirit
in which it was undertaken and for its value asa care-
ful record of observations.
Text-book of Normal Histology. By George A.

Piersol, M.D., Professor of Anatomy in the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania. 8vo, pp. xviii, 439. Phil-
adelphia: J. B. Lippincott Co. 1893.
This beautifully printed and illustrated volume

deserves a cordial welcome, as a very valuable com-

pendium of histology, which is so well done, except
in regard to the uccounts of the course of the renal
tubules and of the uterus, that there is little opportu-
nity for unfavorable comment. It ought at once to
take its place as the accepted standard manual of the
subject. It is pervaded by that freshness, which is
won only by those authors who have a first hand
mastery of the subject. The great pains taken by the
author is especially evidenced by the numerous and
very accurate figures, with which the pages are
crowded. These figures preserve well the natural
appearance of the preparations, aud will, therefore, be
far more useful than tho crude illustrations, which
have marred many of the best English text-books, to
perplex and discourage students and othei'B. In an

appendix there is given a judiciously selected collection
ol the most, useful methods.

Wo can thoroughly recommend Dr. Piersol's treatise
aud hope it will have a large Bale.

An Elementary Text-Book of Biology. By J. R.
Ainsworth Davis. Two volumes, 12mo. Part I,
Vegetable Morphology and Physiology, one volume,
pp. 287. Part II, Animal Morphology and Phy-
siology, pp. 405. London: Charles Griffin & Co.,
Lim't. 1893.
This excellent work describes, with a view to labora-

tory study, a series of typical plants and animals, fol-
lowing the method of practical instruction which has
done so much to elevate biology as au educational
discipline. The selection of types is good, the de-
scriptions are clear, and there is a good deal of generalinformation included ; so that a student who had
worked carefully through the two volumes would
possess the foundations of a general knowledge of
biology. The illustrations aud press-work also deserve
praise. It is an objection to the manual that too much
space is devoted to the lower types. The work is
especially designed for college classes.
Heath's Practical Anatomy; A Manual of Dissections.

Eighth edition. Edited by William Anderson,
F.R.C.S. With 329 engravings on wood. Phila-
delphia: P. Blakiston, Son & Co. 1893.
Mr. William Anderson has given another proof of

his merit as an anatomist by his excellent editing of
this well-known work. He has improved it by takiug
out as well as by adding, aud yet the physiognomy Of
the book remains the same. The omission of histology,which was not only antiquated but out of placo in such
a work, is something to be thankful for. Excellent
diagrams have been introduced, aud frozen sections
are coming into favor. T. D.
Der Bau des Menschen als Zeugniss f\l=u"\r seine Vergan-

genheit. [The Structure of Man as Witness of his
Past.] Von Dr. R. Wiedersheim, Prof. an der
Universit\l=a"\t Freiburg. Zweite umgearbeitete und
stark vermehrte Auflage. Mit 190 Figuren in Text.
Freiburg und Leipzig: J. C. B. Mohr. 1893.
This second edition of a remarkable publication is

considerably larger than the first, and has many illus-
trations. Its merits and defects are of the same nature
as in the former edition, which was well characterized
by a distinguished anatomist as "exhaustivo but uot
critical." Every part of the body is iu turu called
upon to show its normal structure, its embryologyand its variations, its close resemblance and analogies
to corresponding parts throughout the animal kingdom.As a monument of anatomical learning the work de-
serves the highest praise. It is to be strongly com-
mended to every anatomist as a most useful book of
reference. Philosophically the work leaves something
to be desired. It proves clearly enough the essentially
uuimal nature of man's body, but theu uo one nowa-

days questions this, and to harp on it too long is
" Thrico to conquer all one's foes,Ami tlirioo to slay tlio slain."

But when it comes to understanding why or how cer-
tain anomalies appear in man we are left iu the lurch.
The author appears to be satisfied to prove that these
are normal in certain animals. This is hardly satisfac-
tory if some of these animals are on side lines and can
by no possibility have beeu in the line of descent. . It
seems more and more necessary to invoke some as yet
unknown law to account for what may be called cross-

relationships, lu other words there are phenomena
not to bo explaiued by heredity. T. D.
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